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The University of Montana program in Communicative Sciences and Disorders
(Speeclr-Language Pathologr) was reestablished in 2fi|7with legistative efforts by
Senator Dave Wanzenreid. The University program was closed in 1988 becanse of
finaneial problems. I became the first Chairofthe ne\r program in Communicative
Sciences and Discrders in 2fr)7 and the progmm now provides graduates with bachelors
and masters degrees in speechr-language pathologr for the state of Montana.

I am also liccnsed in Montana and certified by the American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association to provide audiological senrices. I am an audiologist.

I have been an audiologist for over 35 years and have participated in education,
research and govennance in the profession of Audiologr.

State of Montana BilI SBl32

"AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A LICENSED AUDIOLOGIST SELLING, DISPENSING, OR
FIfiING HEARING AIDS IS NOT SUBJECT TO LIGENSURE AS A HEARING AID
DISPENSER; GRANTING RULEMAKING AUTHORTTYTO THE BOARD OF SPEECH-
LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS AND AUDIOLOGISTS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-15-102,
37-15-103, 37-16-103,8 37-16401, AND 37-16-{}5, ilCA.-

The passage of this bill is clearly and unambiguously in the best interests of the
State of Montana. The entry requireme*ts for the state of Montana and nearly
every other state require that lieensed audiologists possess a Doctor of Audiolory
(Aul)). A rigorous part of the training of audiologists includes the fitting of hearing
aids and the completiou of the AuD requires high proficiency in all areas of hearing
aid practice.

Respectful$ Submitted,

ftff"q
Dr. Al Yonovitz, PhD, CCC-A, Licensure Montana
Professor of Audiologr

ij"il& --, *.
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Thank you!
2 messages

Tim and Mary Callahan <sti4211@blackfootnet>
To: jessmann@mt.gov
Cc: Darrell Micken <darrell.micken@gmail.corn>

Dear Senator Jeff Essmann -

ilon,Jan 17,2411 at8:51 PM

Thank you for introducing and supporting SB132. The Montana Audiology Guild (MAG) and the
Montana Speech and Hearing Association (MSHA) membership unanimously voted to support this
bill. It has been needed for quite some tirne. Your effort in supporting the audiologists of Montana is
greatly appreciated!

Sincerely,

Mary Callahan

1020 MSHA President

Darrell Micken <darrell.micken@mail.com>
To: Tim and Mary Callahan <sti421 1 @blackfoot.net>

Mary, Thank youvery much and very nice.
Darrell

{Qil{}ted lext lriddenl

Mon, Jan ,7,2011at 10:22 PM

https://mail.google.com/maill?ui=2&il,-:6d5cd561d9&view=nt&search:inhox,&.f h:1)d977 1 t'ts,t1rr11
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Dr. Leah Jacobsen
Presitent of Montana Audiology Guild

Larh Jncohcen, Au-D.
Doctor of Audlology
Pt'ascrttliott tlss{rr H'A'c'''nc'
825 8b Atsruo Souttl
Gred FaS6, [fT 59406
(,t{r) 76t-06{1

January 17,2010

To \IVhom lt MaY Concem:

I am preai&nt of the lltrcnbre Audio&y quM {MAG), w.hhtr is atrliated wtth the

Montana speect, 
"na'norirg 

nssocl#sl-tt-tsxry bunp,our annrnl IJIAG

caffererae in Mav 2014. the mambers ol'UnG OisctlmeO cnanging t|r3:bg-*-!'
Ardiologists in the s]itebi nlo*ta,n" to #t'it]tt.t'-"..*:"n'q Aio olspensers for

severalreaeoris, MAG unaninrorsly"t#i;;;"d;'ith ttre ptoPoseel 
"h319::*hffi

"temo\res the requirementtuf ardimg6fi 1q rijG a lrearir€ aiU Uspensers nense to

.eff nearing aidsln the state of Morrtana." Th€ bill is titled SB132'

As president sf MAG, I also serve as a member at large on the irsFlA board' Each

year. M$tH ho6s their fiatl confren* 
"ndlf* 

USXdUusines meeting' MAG

presented s,* prop;A ot Serga ro ttre *SpAboatd during the lall conference in

octobr 2010. ThaMSHA board votd unanimously to support bill s8132'

PDT{AC
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sB 132

JGreen@stpetes.org <JGreen@stpetes.org>
To: darrell. micken@gmail.com
Cc: Hlawrie@stpetes.org, Senior-Managemen!-Team@stpetes.org

Page 1 ofl

Darrell ticken <danell.micken@gmail-com>

Fri,Jan 14,2011 at2:10 PM

*K
,:!.

Mr. Micken - I would like to offer my support for SB 132 which would eliminate the need for licensed

audiologists to hold hearing aid diipeniing ticense. Audiologists are qualified to fit and dispense hearing aids

and haiing a separate license is unnecessary. lt is also a large cost for an audiologist to b"-tt, one that is

higher thai all oiher professional licenses. I 
'appreciate 

your issistance in getting this fee discontinued-

John Green
Vice President - Finance
St. Petefs Hospital
2475 Broadway
Helena. MT 59601

https://mail.google-com/rnailt?ui=2&ik4d5cd561d9&view:pt&search:spam&msg:126t.. . lll9l2011
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Members of the House, January 2t 2011

This letter is in reference to SB 132. I am an audiologist working in an ENT prectice
in Missoula. I believe there will be ramifications to thts bill that need to be
addressed.

I agree audiologtsts are fulty gualified to dispense heartng aids through their
education, training, rnd certification. They should not be required to hold both
licenses.

My concern about this bill is once thc rudiotogists ere no longer required to have a
hearing aid dispensers license, the number of hearing aid licensees will drop
significrntly. At this point, it wilt be cost prohibirive to keep thls board ative. part of
the reason this board has such high costs is due to thc number of consumer
complaints received. I am worried if this board is no longerviable, these consumer
complaints will not have the review and oversight nece3sary. This may lead to some
dispensers taking advantage of this situation and pushing the limlts of the law.

Pleasa keep this tn mind when tooking at rhis biil.

SinssTg;y,

&fh
Lee Frantz Oinet MA

Audiologist

f, utlz
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WILL HELTON, Au.D., FAAA, CCC-A

1008 N. 7rH AvE. STE.ll, BOZEMAN, MT 59715 | Trr.:406-586-0914 I FAx:406-586-5657

WWW.HELTONHEARING.COM

January L8,zOtL

Dear Montana Legislators,

Please support SB 132.

As a doctor of audiology I have ten years of college education in the fields of
Speech Pathology, Audiology, and Linguistics. Many of the classes at the Master's
and Doctoral level involve aural rehabilitation, effects of hearing on language
perception, and auditory processing associated with the testing, fitting and
dispensing of hearing instruments. I have also completed over three years of
internships and a residency under the supervision of other doctors of audiology.
Master's level audiologists have completed at least six years of college and a 9
month residency.

There is also a growing trend in our field to become Board Certified by the
American Board of Audiology. Board Certification represents an even greater
commitment to professionalism and ethical conduct. Requirements for Board
Certification include passing a national examination and the completion of three
times the number of advanced continuing education hours required by most states
to maintain audiological licensure.

Additionally, Montana audiologists already maintain their own Board for self-
regulation of education, training, and ethical practice,

In short, audiologists have far more education and training than hearing aid
dispensers, diagnose and treat a much wider variety of patients' ills and are already
regulated by an appropriate governing board in Montana. As there are no other
doctors who fall under the jurisdiction of governing boards with lesser standards, I
believe it is unfair that audiologists have such a requirement. I urge you again to
support SB 132.

Sincejgq 
,t//r71r,rj

/7-/**'" {l €t:,/r-"
Will Helton, Au.D., FAAA, CCC-A

Board Certified Doctor of Audiology



t4Lt L3t ZtlLt tb: 1Z
Irrint

I4Ub45433 /3 HU HbAT{INTi l-A('L ulll gl
a*oY. v^ 

^

Ilrtc: Mon, January 17, 20ll 6:33 :22 PM
Cc:
Subjest SUPPORT SBl32 short title, allows audiologistr to sell hearing aids without a sepe,rate hearing

aid license

Dear Senators:

plese SUPPORT SBl3z. I am a Dosror of Ardiotogr (AuD) in MT and am required to hold a licsse
with the MT St&tc lload of Spccch Langu,age pailromgiits and Audiologtsts as well as a license with the

MT Board of Heering Aid Dispensers. LuGs and regi cutrently_statc thal^al peoPle selling sltt{}g
aid need a license to io so, alttrough there arc oo 

"ooiid"rutions 
for ao aur{iologist. As an Au.f)., I have

my doctorate in eudiology"(S yeul of cottege) and all yearly continuing education crcdits necessary to

r"toaio licsnswe. A ttLrhg aid di.rpense'r- ii onty r{uired !o have s high school At4gl and minimal

fiairring. The costof an audi6logy license is $100 pcryeqr!g renew aodthe hearing aia_$rrynsf1S ..
license-is now up to $650.00 to renew. I am requirid tb tre licenscd with both boards. SBl32 will allow

qualified audiologists to only be licensed with our marn board of SLP and AUDS wtrilc _Lng nlloued to

.iirp;;herddiiar in MT. We would still bave to continue otrtoining all nccesary training and

continuing ed ciedits, as always. Tharrk you so mnch for your time and concidefation in this very

important'matter. Please lbel frce to contact nre witb any questioill or cono€mS.

Sincerely,

Susan L. Ihlarchik, Au.D.

Docior of Audiology

BC Hearing, Butte

406-494-399s

http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.comldc/tatrnch?.g:g=1g.rand=348283241&action=showletter&b.,. llnnOll
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Darrell Micken <darrell.micken@gmail.com>ilm :lrij

Support of SB 132
1 nuessage

M.Dixon < mmdix@bresnan.net>
To: darrell. micker@gmail.com
Cc: Hlawrie@stpetes.org

Dear Dr. Micken:

Fri, Jan 14,2011at 9:57 Af$

I am writing in support of SB 132 that would eliminate the reed for licensed adblogists in Montana to purchase
a hearing aid dispensirg license. The trainirq for an ar.diologist thororghly irrcltdes fittirg, programming ard
dispersirg'hearing airls. ln fact, they are the npst quafified when it cones to fiftirq teaiing aids and also
indentihlirg nedical isstes for patients. To harre a very expensirre ard redundant additional license serves no
purpose ard is an ufflecessaty finarnial burden. There has been a substantial ircrease in this particular fee and
it is also separate and additional to the audiologist lberse fee required.

Given the required adiology license ard the thoroqh hearing aid fittirg and dispensing education errcompassed
in an atdiology degree, I see rp reason for ths redurdant and epersirre additbnal licersure.

Sincerely,

MichaelJ. Dixon, M.D.

B.C- Otolaryngologyll-bad & Neck Surgery

Itllt'>At I o-5? pl\l'



Dr. Helen Hallenbeck
Board Certified Audiologist

Larry Wundrow, M.S., CCC-A
Audiologist

Dr. Jennifer Hartze
Audiologist

vit>rant
HEARING & BALANCE

a member of RUDIGYGROUP..

January 20,2OL1.

To whom it may concern:

I am writing in support of SB132 which allows audiologists to dispense hearing aids without a dispensing
license. I have been licensed in Montana as both an audiologist and hearing aid dispenser and have worked in
a private practice since 1992 providing hearing services to all age groups. In graduate school to receive my
Master's degree, I had classes in amplification and aural rehabilitation in addition to working at a private
audiology practice fitting hearing aids, reprogramming, hearing aid maintenance, etc. providing me with
practical experience as well. Since becoming licensed, I returned to school and received my doctorate in
Audiology in 2001 expanding my knowledge in all aspects of the hearing and vestibular systems. over the past
18 years, I have attended annual audiology conferences, both at the state and national level, receiving
continuing education units required by law but also to maintain the level of proficiency and knowledge
necessary to provide my patients with the best possible hearing healthcare.

The two main audiology organizations, American Academy of Audiology and the Academy of Doctors of
Audiology both recognize hearing aid dispensing as within our scope of practice. From the AAA and ADA
websites defining scope of practice for audiologists:

The audiologist is the professional who provides services for persons with hearing impairment and balonce
disorders. The audiologist is responsible for the evoluation and fitting of amptificotion devices, inctuding assistive
listening devices. The audiologist determines the opproprioteness of omptification systems for persons with
hearing impairment, evaluates benefit, ond provides counseling and troining regording their use. Audiotogists
conduct otoscopic examinations, cleon eor canals and remove cerumen, toke oppropriate ear conal impressions
including deep canol impressions for middle ear implontable amptificotion devices. They prescribe, fit, sell, and
dispense hearing aids and other amplification systems. Audiologists diognose ond provide management for
persons with tinnitus using techniques thot include, but ore not limited to, biofeedback, masking, hearing oids,
educotion, counseling, ond tinnitus retraining therapy. {www.audiology.org *nd www.audiolagist.org}

Based on our education and requirements for graduation from an accredited university, audiologists are qualified to perform
the necessary tests for evaluation and treatment for hearing impairment and should not need to be dually licensed.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

'r ,t
1/rrt L]ft,t-{,/tu W,'i | ,,

fennifer Hartze, Au.D."
Doctor of Audiology

601 S Orange Street r Missoula, MT 59801 o p: 406.549.195'1 r toll-free: 800.682.7312
Additional locations in: Polson . Hamilton r Deer Lodge . Plains

www.myvibrantsound.com


